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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Applicant is advised that should claims 1 , 4, and 6-8 be found allowable, claims 
12, 5, and 9-1 1 will be objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75, respectively, as being a 
substantial duplicate thereof. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else 
are so close in content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in 
wording, it is proper after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial 
duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

2. Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: On line 5, the word 
"which" is misspell as "whichr". Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 6-12 are objected to because of the following informalities: It is unclear 
what the acronym DTD, RDF, and Schema stand for. They need to be spell out. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
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Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

5. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fuller et 
al (US Patent 6,877,134 B1). 

Regarding to claims 1 and 12, Fuller discloses an information provision 
apparatus (fig. 19) comprising a data stream generation source 1200 which generates a 
data stream of content that has timewise continuity (col. 17 lines 58-67 and col. 18 lines 
1-7); a metadata generation source 1300 which generates metadata which is data that 
describes said data stream content and that is unitized in correspondence to a segment 
of said data stream (col. 18 lines 8-15); and a capsulization section 1500 which 
capsulizes said data stream packets and said metadata unit packets and generating a 
capsulized stream (col. 18 lines 16-34). 

Regarding to claims 2 and 23, Fuller discloses the metadata unit packet is placed 
so that processing of said metadata unit is completed before the processing start time of 
a corresponding segment of said data stream (col. 18 lines 7-15). 

Regarding to claim 3, Fuller discloses the metadata packet includes the 
processing start time of the first packet of said corresponding segment of said data 
stream, and the duration of that segment (col. 9 lines 8-13). 

Regarding to claims 4, 5, 24, and 25, Fuller discloses the metadata is described 
by structured description (col. 1 1 lines 31-39). 

Regarding to claims 6-1 1 , Fuller discloses the structure description is defined by 
XML (col. 11 lines 31-39). 
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Regarding to claims 13, 22, 28, and 29, Fuller discloses an information provision 
apparatus (fig. 19) comprising a data stream generation source 1200 which generates a 
data stream of content that has timewise continuity (col. 17 lines 58-67 and col. 18 lines 
1-7); a metadata generation source 1300 which generates metadata which is data that 
describes said data stream content and that is unitized in correspondence to a segment 
of said data stream (col. 18 lines 8-15); a synchronization section 1600 which 
synchronizes said data stream segment and its corresponding said metadata unit (col. 
18 lines 1 1-15); and a capsulization section 1500 which capsulizes said data stream 
packets and said metadata unit packets and generating a capsulized stream (col. 18 
lines 16-34). 

Regarding to claims 14, 20, 30 and 31, Fuller discloses an information receiving 
apparatus comprising an extraction section 510 which extracts a content data stream 
and metadata that describes that content from a capsulized stream (fig. 14 col. 1 5 lines 
1-8); a synchronization section 1600 which synchronizes said data stream segment and 
its corresponding said metadata unit (col. 18 lines 11-15); and a processing section 530 
which processes unit by unit said metadata that has been unitized in correspondence to 
a segment of said data stream (fig. 14 col. 15 lines 10-12). 

Regarding to claim 15, Fuller discloses units are merged in accordance with 
restriction information for merging said metadata units (col. 11 lines 49-67 and col. 12 
lines 1-13). 

Regarding to claim 16, Fuller discloses processing section displays said metada 
(col. 15 lines 12-14). 
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Regarding to claim 17, Fuller discloses processing section converts said data 
stream in accordance with conversion processing defined by said metadata (col. 16 
lines 2-17). 

Regarding to claim 18, Fuller discloses processing section capsulizes data 
stream packets and metadata unit packets and transfers capsulized said data stream 
packets and capsulized metadata unit packets to another node (fig. 1 col. 6 lines 39-67). 

Regarding to claim 19, Fuller discloses processing section collects together a 
plurality of metadata and processes a plurality of said metadata together (col. 1 1 lines 
47-48). 

Regarding to claim 21, Fuller discloses synchronization section synchronizes 
said data stream segment and its corresponding said metadata unit stored in a storage 
section (col. 22 lines 1-4). 

Regarding to claims 26 and 27, Fuller discloses an information provision 
apparatus (fig. 19) comprising a data stream generation source 1200 which generates a 
data stream of content that has timewise continuity (col. 17 lines 58-67 and col. 18 lines 
1-7); a metadata generation source 1300 which generates metadata which is data that 
describes said data stream content and that is unitized in correspondence to a segment 
of said data stream (col. 18 lines 8-15); a synchronization section 1600 which 
synchronizes said data stream segment and its corresponding said metadata unit (col. 
18 lines 1 1-15); a capsulization section 1500 which capsulizes said data stream packets 
and said metadata unit packets and generating a capsulized stream (col. 18 lines 16- 
34); an extraction section 510 which extracts a content data stream and metadata that 
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describes that content from a capsulized stream (fig. 14 col. 15 lines 1-8); a 
synchronization section 1600 which synchronizes said data stream segment and its 
corresponding said metadata unit (col. 18 lines 11-15); and a processing section 530 
which processes unit by unit said metadata that has been unitized in correspondence to 
a segment of said data stream (fig. 14 col. 15 lines 10-12). 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due T. Duong whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3122. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:00 AM-6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy D. Vu can be reached on 571-272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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